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Project Scope: Designed and implemented by a student team from the CREATE sponsored Working Together for A Safer Tomorrow (WTST) program, this project applies a two-step model to determine the ability of multi-jurisdictional, demographically diverse areas to integrate resources with the goal of operating cooperatively as self-sustaining communities or campus sites in the event of  natural disaster or terror attacks. First, a risk matrix is used to determine a risk ranking of regional disaster and terror events. Second, an area in the study region is chosen and a real time tri-level status report is conducted by area stakeholders. An integrated operability score, or IOS, is then calculated to determine integrative and cooperative regional response capabilities.  As the model is incorporated for each area, a cumulative regional integrated operability score, or CRIOS, becomes apparent. The broader impact of this study ranges, for example, from a.) The creation of a risk ranked database that can be used for the establishment of resource allocation priorities based upon the CRIOS, to b.) The development of qualitatively derived statistical indicators related to stakeholder perceived abilities to function as self-sustaining communities or campus sites in the event of a natural disaster or terror attacks, to c.) The reduction of economic impact of disaster and terror events, which is in alignment with CREATE’s mission.
Recent Progress: In October 2008, this project became directly aligned with the January 2009 Homeland Security’s mission relevant directive requiring local, state, and tribal integration. A pilot model was field tested in the Pacific Northwest, results have been submitted to the WTST student faculty mentor.
Future Plans: The model is to be introduced for state, local, and tribal leaders during symposia sponsored by WTST. Once the model is employed, strategies incorporating the integration and shared utilization of regionally available human and material resources can be coordinated that enhance response capabilities.
Relevance to research areas: This project is related to the Social and Behavioral Sciences research area via the introduction and application of a user friendly model designed to promote diverse entities to work together to identify areas within to operate as self-sustaining communities/campus sites in catastrophic events.  
